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Vol. VI. 





Numb. 18 


The EXAMINER. 





a 


From Monday July 1g. to frinap July 23. 1714. 





At nos virtutes ipf{as invertimus, ——— 


Horace. 











HEN the Faétion have loft a confi- 
derable Point, or are touch’d in any 

art of their Intereft that very near- 

y affects them, they have their Ad: 
vocates ready, who are to apply 
themfelves to the Paffions of others, by the two moft 
approved Methods of winning upon the weakeft, that 
is, upon the Generality of Mankind ; by Bullying and 
Canting, by Menacing and Whining, by talking Sedi- 
tion, or quoting Scripture. The firft of thefe Methods 
is commonly made ufe of whilft the Bufinefs they aie 
concern’d about is in Agitation, or whilft they have a 
Caufe depending ; The other immediately takes place, 
fo foon as their Bufinefs is done, or the Caufe given 
againft them. For whether they can work upon the 
Fear of others, fo as to become confiderable and per 
haps formidable ; or upon their Puy, fo as to be 
fheltered and protested in their Wickednefs ; either 
way they have their End, they enlarge their Intereft, 
and can drive a Trade witlr the good Naiure and Mode- 
ration of others, tho’ they have no Stock of their own 
in either of thofe Commodities. 

This is plainly the Cafe of the Bill of Schifm, ever 
fince it pafs'd into a Law. The Bullies and Swaggerers, 
who Jately. threatened us with I know not what fatal 
Confequences and Difafters, fuch as the Coming of the 
Pretender, the Lofs of our Manufattures, the Ruin of 
Publick Gredit, and many other firange Calamities, that 
found well enough in the Defcription ; have now 
vented all their Foam, fpent their Venom, and are 
funk by degrees into tame Paflive Creatures, bemoan- 
ing their declining State, and whining in Confort over 
one another. They, who not long ago were able to 
plead their Natural Righrs and Original Contratts, in 
‘oppofition to the moft exprefs Rules and plaineft u- 
ties laid down in Holy Scripture, do now return with 
Comfort to their Bibles, and pour out vaft Numbers 
of Texts upon us, as upon fo many Oppreflors of the 
Lord's People, a Harmlefs, Dove-like, Inoffenfive Ge- 
neration of Men, trodden under Foot by a Domi- 
neering Infolent Enemy ; upon whom they Retort no- 
thing but Scripture, no Curfes but thofe of the Oid 
Te/iament, and thefe in fuch abundance, that little re- 
gard is had either to the Connexion of the Words, 
the Defign of the Infpired Author, or the Juftnefs and 
Propriety of the Application. Some of their moft 
Painful and Doleful Papcier have difplay’d their Ta- 
lents on. this Occafion, and have compared the New 
Ail to Nebuchadnezzar’s Decree, to the Abomsination of 
Defolarions, to the Wall with untemper'd Mortar, and | 
can’t tell how many Things befides, which formerly 
had the Honour of being like the Liturgy and Swr- 
plice. Ye would be endlefs to repeat their Cant upon 
this Subject, as it would be impertinent to anfwer it. 
I fhall only obferve, that in all this Conduét, inftead 
of a@ing the Divine, they dwindle to an ordinary 
Scold, and, after having tired themfelves with Railing 
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heartily to no purpofe, burft out into ‘Tears, and 
ai the Wind they raifed with a gentle Shower of 

in. . 

It is very furprifing, that amidft all the pretended 
Improvements of the prefent Age, their continual 
Searches after Truth, and daily Difcoveries of its in- 
moit Secrets ; their Love of folid durable Keifonin 
and Averfion to Bigory and Ignorance, it thould yee 
be in the Power of a few Demagrgues and Leaders of 
the People in Politicks, fo far to delude and impofe 
upon their Underftanding in many Things, that the 
natural Simplicity of Savages and Barbarians hardly 
falls thort of fuch premeditated Stupitity ; where the 
Perfoys cheated confpire againft themfelves, and alli 
in the Impofture, the Perions Cheating have fo plain 
and vifible an Intereft to promote by their Cunning 
and Subtilty, and the Cheat it felf is fo grofs, hath been 
fo often repeated, and depends in the Concrivance 
upon fo ftale-and fhallow a Stratagem, that human Na- 
ture it felf fuffers in the Succefs of it ; and it is thoughe 
a fort of Supererrogation in Charity and Good Nacure 
to atiempt to refcue fuch harden’d Fyols from the 
Clutches of thofe Biaves, who infulc che Senfes of their 
Followers at difcretion ; and, as a Proof of their Parts 
feruple not fometimes to entertain us with a Trick be- 
yond Tranfub/tantiation. 

The Method by which Party-ergt is improv'd, an] 
all the Juggle and State-delufions of the Fiction are 
fmoothly carried on, and reconcil’d to the Ca pacities 
and Belief of the Herd and Rabble of their Com- 
munion, is fo very well known, and fo eafy to be 
Detected, that 1 ain almoft afhim’d to mention it 
Tis only the old Threadbare Stratagem of Mifnommers, 
the mifcalling of Things, and giving new and im- 
proper Names to whatever they have a mind fhould 
be reprefented in a_wrong Light, or carry with ic 
fome well-invented Idea, that may either alter or dif- 
guife its true Nature ; whereby the People will be Jed 
into fuch Miftakes about it, as is much for the ]A- 
tereft of thefe Impoftors to promote in the World. 

Thus the Papi/ts, by giving Hily Names to abundance 
of little Trinkets, which make the Furniture of their 
Toy-fhop, drive a confiderable Trade among their Lvy- 
cuftomers; and by foftning the proper Terms for Mur- 
der, Rebellion, Robbery, ree Sedition, and the like 
flagrant Offences, in fome Cafes and upon certain Oc- 
cafions, or by changing them for Word of a more 
agreeable-Complexioi, fignifying Merit: ayd Vertue 
they have often reconcild the People to Extravagan- 
ces their Nature was moft averfe to, when ftripe of 
all Difguife and falfe Colouring, and made them the 
infamous Inflruments of promoting a bad Caufe, by 
the moft monftrous and deteftable Praétifes. Atier 
the very fame manner, the Saints of Forty One made 
their Way and Figuse in the World. They call‘d Re- 
bellion the Work of rhe Lord, Vitlory aiid Blocd/hed the 
Appribation of Providence, and Plunder the didefeaxible 
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to the Good Things of this Wild: 
Difaffection, Prelacy for Popery, and 
| was Antichriff or the Great Scar- 
let Whore. is Charm of Words had the defir'd 
Effect : It rais'd a Legion of Devils, and found Work 
for them all the while mg omg amongft us. The 
Mob danc’d merrily to the Lure, and thofe who had 
{pread the Infeétion thro’ the Minds of fo many, 
made the moft of thofe publick Mifchiefs, which fuch 
a vaft number of Heads and Hands were able to com- 
pafs, in the height of their Frenzy. By thefe bleffed 
Examples the Fuction fhape their Motions, and proceed 
upon thefe laudable Precedents, in full aflurance of a 
good Iffue, tho’ not equal perhaps to the Succefles of 
their Forefathers. If they can but perfuade their Pol- 
lowers to believe (and how eafily is that done, where 
Intereft helps forward the Miftake ?) that whilft they 
are talking Sedirion or promoting inteftine Feads and 
Diforders, they are really ferving their Country's best 
Friends, and exprefling their Zeal for a good Canfe: If 
they can make them fo far impofe on themfelves, as 
to miftake every part of the prefent Admainiffration of 
Affairs, for fome Defign or other in favour of the 
Pretender : YE they’can call Preventing the Growth of 
Schifm, dividing the Proteftant Intere/t ; decreafing the 
Funds, the ruining of Publick Credit ; a healing, compofing 
Temper, Lakewarmnefs towards the Succeffion; and a 
due regard for Her prefent Maj 's Government, want 
of Zeal for the Honfe of Han——r, they may foon 
bring the Minds of thofe, who are thus led Captive 
ar their Will, to confider Publick 2icffings as the Grea:- 
est Plagues and Misfortunes, and Common Calamitics as 
moft defrrable Benefits ; and to regulate their Conduct 
according to the Meafure of that Perfuafion, in all Af- 
E:irs of a Poliucal Nature. 
How far Men’s private Intereft may fet them upon 
Halving their Moral or Religious Duty, and make them 
artial in the Performance of it, cannot be better 
tes or exprefs'd, than in fome Words of the Ex- 
cellent Dean of Canterbury, in a Sermon preach’d at 
St. Fames's, Nov. 6. 1709. 
© When Religion is confidered, with no other View 
¢ but that of knowing and fubmitting to All, that 
comes back’d with rational and fufficient Evideace ; 
it can foarce happen, that a Man thould long con- 
tinue under any dangerous Error in Judgment, or 
grofs Enormity in Practice. But if we bring Par- 
tiality and Prejudice, and corrupt Interefts along 
with us; fcarce any Command is fo plain, bur it 
may be overlook’d or evaded: fcarce any Opinion 
fo extravagant, but it may be entertained and efpou- 
fed; fcarce any Wickednefs fo flagrant, but it is 
capable of being indulged and abetted. Daily Ex- 
perience fhews, how very difcerning and fevere we 
are, in thofe Faults of others, to which our Temper 
and Circumftances give us no Inclination. But, are 
we not at the fame time as fiupid, and pofitively 
blind ro fome favourite Vices of our own, againft 
which the Scriptures are as exprefs, and the Threat- 
nings of GOD in no deggee lefs fevere? The co- 
verous Perfon is abundantly convinced of the hein- 
oufnefs of Luxury and Prodigaliry, and the Intem- 
perate and Profufe as clearly fee the Sin and De- 
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“ formity of Sordidnefs and Avaricee But Charge 
each of thefe with his own propet “Crime; and 
the one covers himfe]f under fpecious Pretences, of 
pm J and decent Living, generous Contempt 
of the World, and Taking no Thongist for the Mur- 
row’: While the other as readily quotes you Texts, 
for Sobriety, Frugality, and sores Care of Fa- 
milies. And yet, whether thefe Men will fufier 
themfelves to be made fenfible of it or no: both 
of them are manifeftly under the fame Condem- 
nation. 

‘ The Cafe is fo very much alike in mof other 
Inftances ; that, generally fpeaking, the plaineft Proof 
goes for nothing with Men polls againft it ; and 
the flighteft Shadow of a Reafon hath all the Force 
of Demonftration, in Matters that Men are defi- 
rous fhould be true. Jn good earneft, and to fpeak 
freely: Can it be reafonably thought a Breach of 
Charity, to fay that Education, aid Humour, and 
Convenience, and Fondnefs for a Party, and Refpeét 
of Perfons, make up the Religion of too too many ; 
and thefe are Cheats, wrought up to fuch a Nicety ; 
as not only to pafs very often upon the World, 
but fometimes to impofe upon the Man’s own felf. 
Infomuch that, were every one, without referve or 
difguife to lay open the true Principles of his Con- 
duct; not as he makes profeflion of them to the 
World, but as he argues and determines upon them 
in his own Clofet; Good God! how many wild 
and different Syftems fhould we difcover ? And how 
far diftant would moft of them appear, from That, 
which yet -All, who retain but the Form of Godli- 
nefs, agree in appealing to, as their common Rule 
and Meafure? The Power at leaft of Religion is 
* perfectly overthrown by fuch a partial Obedience. 
$ For, while we confine our application to fuch In- 
‘ flances, as are beft accommodated to our Inclinations 
‘ or Affairs; we do not fabmit to the Authority of 
* GOD), but make a new Law to our felves. 

A very little Skill in Parallels may ferve to turn this 
into a Political Effzy, by altering the Terms, and fub- 
ftituting proper Inflances in. the room of thofe that 
are of a Moral or Theological Nature. Which will 
fufficiently expofe the Iniquity of Parties ; where Men, 
inftead of gratifying their own Lufts, are made Tools 
and Pandars to the Vices of others. 
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In the Motto of the La Examiner, for venefianos 


read Venafranos. ‘ 
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